RHIND LECTURES

Prehistoric Archaeology of Iberian Peninsula

The first of this season’s Rhind Lectures in Archaeology was delivered by Professor P. Bosch Gimpera, Director of the University of Barcelona, in the Music Class-room, Edinburgh University, yesterday evening [Monday 2 November].

The subject of his course is “The Prehistoric Archaeology of the Iberian Peninsula.”

Professor V. Gordon Childe, in introducing the lecturer, expressed the appreciation of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland to Professor Bosch Gimpera for tearing himself away from his administrative duties as head of the University and of the magnificent museum which he had largely created at this very critical moment in the life of his country, when a handful of rebel Generals, aided by black troops and modern aviators, were bombing, indiscriminately, peaceful citizens, and attempting to overthrow the legitimate Government of the country.

Professor Bosch Gimpera, in his first lecture, dealt with the palaeolithic cultures and ethnology of the Old Stone Age, African Sbaïkian and Atérian, the Capsian problem in Spain, types of painting and their connection with Africa, and the anthropology of Mugem and the mixture of races.

SPAIN’S EVOLUTION

Her people and Culture
POPULATION MOSAIC

Spain’s people and culture were discussed by Professor P. Bosch Gimpera, of Barcelona University, in the first of his Rhind Lectures in Edinburgh, of which the subject is “The Prehistoric Archaeology of the Iberian Peninsula.”

The characteristics of the evolution of the culture and people of Spain from the most ancient times were, the lecturer said, an extraordinary complication of phenomena which were widely scattered.  Because of their geographical distribution they were able to identify local groups. 

These characteristics were evident from the time of the Old Palaeolithic.  In the process of investigation they recognised not only the existence of the older classical European cultures, the Chellean and Acheulean, including the Clacton and Levallois evolution, but during the Mousterian Period a strong infiltration of African types began, and possibly there was a real immigration of people.

The ‘Sbaikian and Atérian culture of Africa spread until they reached the central area of the Iberian Peninsula in the neighbourhood of Madrid.  These influences combined with the survival of the Old Levalloisian and Mousterian, and also with new Upper Palaeolithic, Aurignacian, and Soultrean types, to form the Madrid culture, so called by Perez de Barradas.
The classic Upper Palaeolithic culture of South France and North Catalonia spread to South-Eastern Spain (Parpalló), but there the typical Soultrean types (feuille de laurier) became modified by Atérian influence (stemmed Soultrean blades.)

AREA OF CAPSIAN CULTURE

They now reduced considerably the area in which the true Capsian culture of Upper Palaeolithic types was found in Spain. Typical Capsian implements had been found in only a few places in Spain, as at Hoyo de la Tuna, near Malaga. In North-West Africa it seemed that Capsian culture did not come farther west than Tunis, and did not penetrate the Sahara except in the Tidikelt region until very late Tardenoisian times.  The Sahara, Algeria, and Morocco seemed to have been engaged in Upper Palaeolithic times with the evolution of the ‘Sbaikian and Atérian cultures, which might continue without interruption to the later Saharan of the Neolithic period.
Referring to the diversity of types of rock paintings, and of the Palaeolithic art of Spain, the lecturer said that they could no longer say that Palaeolithic art was confined to two strongly differentiated areas in Spain, the naturalistic Franco-Cantabrian, and the impressionistic Levantian. Infiltration of naturalistic Cantabrian types was found in Central Spain (Guadalajara), in South Spain (Malaga), in Minateda (Albacete), and in the “home art” of Parpalló.  Also, it might now be accepted that naturalistic decorated rock shelters in North Africa showed a remote influence of Spanish naturalistic art, just as Spanish impressionistic Levant paintings must be considered as exhibiting a relationship with similar paintings in North and North-East Africa and with those of the Bushmen of South Africa.
INFLUENCES OF NOMADIC LIFE

They could see that in Palaeolithic times the different cultural evolutions did not remain pure, but were influenced by each other, possibly following the nomadic life of the people and their migrations.  Anthropology did not assist very much in their knowledge of the Palaeolithic peoples of Spain.  Of the Older Palaeolithic they had the Neanderthaloid skulls of Gibraltar, and the jaw of Bañolas (Catalonia.)  Of the Upper Palaeolithic there was only the Camargo skull, which was more or less of Cro-Magnon type. 
However, South Spanish cultures, especially those influenced by African and Capsian elements, must be more or less related to a mixture of races where negroid and pigmy elements appear, as was shown by the skulls of Mugem in Portugal, which belonged to an extension of the late Capsian (Tardenoisian) culture, and which could be compared with the Capsian skulls of Beni Segoual in North Africa.

Through all these complicated elements they might follow the building of the indigenous population of Spain, strongly mixed from the first moment, and showing a mosaic of the penetration of European and African elements.

PREHISTORIC SPAIN

Archaeology of the Peninsula

SECOND RHIND LECTURE

Professor P. Bosch Gimpera, of Barcelona University, delivered the second in his course of Rhind Lectures in Archaeology in the Music Class-room, Edinburgh University, yesterday [Wednesday 4 November].  The subject of his course is “The Prehistoric Archaeology of the Iberian Peninsula.”

Professor Gimpera said that the development of Spanish Palaeolithic culture ended with the Azilian culture of the North and the expansion of Tardenoisian types. The latter spread over vast areas in the peninsula, up the Tagus valley (shell-mounds of Mugem), and across the Eastern Pyrenees, all over Western Europe. The entry of Tardenoisian culture into France was illustrated by the stratigraphy of the Grotte de la Crouzade near Narbonne, where, above a level with painted Azilian pebbles, came a stratum with Tardenoisian microliths.
In Spain, above the Azilian levels in the Cantabrian caves, appeared implements of the so-called Asturian culture, chronologically equivalent to the Campignian of France, Belgium, and Britain.  The Asturian cultures extended through North Portugal, Galicia and the northern part of Spain (including North-Eastern Catalonia), as far as the Basque territory of France. They might have further extensions on the Atlantic coasts as far as Brittany. In Central and Southern Spain it was difficult to follow in detail the evolution of culture until advanced neolithic times, but its continuity was assured by the progressive stylisation and schematisation of the rock-paintings, which comprised signs that appeared subsequently on the stones of dolmen tombs and in the decoration of Neolithic and eneolithic pottery. 
CAVE CULTURE

The cave culture, more or less related to the late palaeolithic and epipalaeolithic culture and peoples of Spain and North Africa, and characterised by richly decorated pottery, seemed to have been formed in the area of schematised rock-paintings.  From the latter evolved the so-called Bell-beaker pottery of Andalusia and Central Spain. This Cave culture might be the product of the most purely indigenous people of Spain, and it persisted in vigour in Central Spain and in the mountains of Catalonia. The people concerned had absorbed all older folk-elements of the Palaeolithic population, and had probably been dominated by the representatives of the Capsian population responsible for the Tardenoisian culture.
In Galicia and Northern and Central Portugal, the megalithic culture of the west of the peninsula seemed to have grown out of the mixture of “Asturian” elements with Capsian. This extended in eneolithic times through Southern Portugal, and was possibly exposed to new influences from the Western Sahara cultures of Africa. The climatic changes of post palaeolithic times, which had resulted in the dessication of the Saharan wadis, seem to have caused great migrations of these peoples (the peoples of the old ‘Sbaikian-Aterian culture, possibly proto-Hamites.) On the East they reached the borders of Egypt and Nubia, and created the Badarian, Merimdian and Fayum pre-dynastic cultures. Through the passes of the Atlas and the Algerian plateaux a parallel movements brought them to the coast and across the Mediterranean to the shores of Almeria, where they formed the so-called Almerian culture. This group might be the ancestors of the historical Iberians. The Almerian culture expressed itself particularly in copper mining operations, and, in the advanced Copper Age, over the whole eastern zone of Spain as far as Southern Catalonia and the lower and middle Ebro valleys.
NEIGHBOURING ELEMENTS ABSORBED

The population of the Pyrenees, under the influence of western megalithic culture, adopted its form of grave, and, in the Copper Age, created an autonomous culture termed the Pyrenean, absorbing, at the same time, elements from neighbouring populations – the Bell-beakers of Central Spain and the Saharan types of arrow-head of the Almerian culture – and becoming responsible for their propagation in Europe.
Ethnologically, said Professor Gimpera, the authors of the Pyrenean culture must be regarded as the ancestors of the historical Basques.

During the Copper Age was witnessed the expansion of the representatives of those cultures and the formation of local mixed varieties; so the Pyrenean population expanded southward in Catalonia and northward through the massifs of the Courbières and the Cevennes as far as the Rhone Valley and the Western Alps. Portuguese megalith-folk invaded Andalusia and reached Almeria, where they formed the Millares culture, in whuich elements from the contemporary Alcalar culture of Portugal occurred mixed with true representatives of the Almerian culture. Alcalar and Los Millares were typical of a prolonged Copper Age which might be contemporary with European Bronze Age I a-b.
The interrelations and mixtures of Spanish culture were important for the problems of chronology. It was possible to obtain a well-founded chronological scheme for those periods in the peninsula, and this might be of great value in establishing a general chronology of the Copper Age in Europe. Specially interesting for the relative chronology of Spain was the variety of Cave pottery with Cardium decoration, which was proved by stratigraphy to precede beakers in Catalonia.
PREHISTORIC SPAIN

Archaeology in the Peninsula

THE THIRD RHIND LECTURE

Professor P. Bosch Gimpera, of Barcelona University, delivered the third of his course of Rhind Lectures in Archaeology in the Music Class-room of the University of Edinburgh yesterday [Friday 6 November].  The subject of his course is “The Prehistoric Archaeology of the Iberian Peninsula.”
Professor Gimpera said that from the several cultures of the Iberian Peninsula influence radiated throughout Western Europe and as far as Germany and the Danube basin. Such influences were transmitted on the one hand along land routes across the Pyrenees and through France, on the other hand by sea-ways along the Atlantic coasts to Brittany, Ireland, and Scotland.  In Western Europe the knowledge of copper was probably derived from the Peninsula and, more precisely, from the Almerian culture there.  It entered Southern France with the Pyrenaean Culture, which spread over the territory formerly occupied by the Cave Culture of South-Eastern France.  The Pyrenaean folk also diffused certain types of megalithic tombs – notably passage graves, covered galleries, and stone cists – that had their prototypes in the Basque Provinces and in Catalonia.  They extended also into the area of the Flint Culture of North France, introducing there the Almerian types of leaf-shaped and barbed arrow-heads.  Under the influence of the Pyrenaean Culture there, types seem to have become acclimatised in the Upper Rhone Valley and in Eastern France (camps retranchés of Lorraine.)
Though no pottery was known in connection with the camps in these regions, it must be admitted that it was through them that the bell-beaker, which was very abundant in the French Pyrenaean Culture but did not touch the Flint Culture, reached the Rhine valley and spread in central Europe to Hungary, Bohemia, Silesia, and Saxo-Thuringia, and extended its influence right up to the borders of the Nordic cultural province. 

THE PYRENAEAN CULTURE

The Pyrenaean Culture of South-Eastern France must have advanced also north of the Garonne into the Departments of Lot, Dordogne, and Charente, and along the natural route into Brittany and the north French plains that belonged to the flint culture.  The Pyrenaean Culture of South-East France and the Basque Provinces was perhaps also the starting point of communications along the coasts of Landes and Vendée to Brittany, where they crossed sea-links with Spanish Galicia and Portugal.
At that time Brittany was probably a market for commerce with Ireland and Britain on the one hand and with the amber lands of the North (especially North Germany and Denmark) on the other.  Through Brittany amber, callais and other goods reached Portugal and Spain, while the peninsula sent, perhaps, copper and gold, and, later, silver too. This trade probably initiated the search for metals in Ireland and wales.  Beehive tombs and schematic rock engravings seemed to have come thither from Portugal and Galicia.  By the Continental route the Pyrenaean types of megalithic tomb and of Almerian arrow-heads (at first leaf-shaped, then tanged and barbed) must have extended through the Flint Culture of North France direct to England, and become established there as the Windmill Hill Culture.  From Brittany the first beakers (Moytirra) and beehive tombs seemed to have come direct to Ireland.

PROBABLE INFLUENCE IN SCOTLAND

The beginning of these relations might be put in the Palmella phase.  They were intensified during the phase of Alcalar and Los Millares.  Evolved types of the Almerian arrow-head (barbed and tanged) spread through the Pyrenaean culture (Camp de Chassey), and reached the Breton barrows, along with late Pyrenaean corded beakers (group of Mané er Hroeck.) Influence from the Alcalar Culture was to be seen in the Irish megalithic culture (Carrowkeel), oldest phase of Lough Crew and New Grange, and probably reached Scotland, where the megalithic culture might be the product of influences both from England and from Ireland, and indirectly, from the Almerian-Pyrenaean Culture and the Portuguese Alcalar Culture.
This period of Spanish influence must be related to a survival of aeneolithic traditions during Bronze Age I a-b.  In bronze Age I c Spain was passing over into the evolved bronze culture of El Argar.  This transitional phase was characterised by the so-called pre-Argarian Culture, which appeared in Almeria in the tombs of Lugarico Viejo and Fuente Vermeja, and in Portugal in Castro Marim.  Megaliths and flint implements disappeared, and were replaced by small stone cists and copper implements.  Relations with Brittany and Ireland were maintained; from Ireland gold lunulae were exported to Portugal and Galicia, and from Spain silver (cist of St Fiacre in Brittany.)  In Ireland the geometrical decoration of bronzes and food vessels resulted from the acclimatisation of Portuguese influence. These relations with Portugal were maintained into the El Argar period (Bronze II-III), as was shown by the gold rings and collar from Cintra. The true Almerian El Argar Culture seemed to have remained quite isolated from foreign contacts, and remained conservative.  The European typology of Bronze Age periods II and III was not applicable within its territory, where flat axes remained dominant.
SPANISH RELATIONS

Influences in Mediterranean

RHIND LECTURE

The fourth of the Rhind Lectures in Archaeology was delivered yesterday afternoon [Monday 9 November] by Professor P. Bosch Gimpera, of the University of Barcelona.  The lecture, which was illustrated with lantern slides, was given in the Music Classroom of the University of Edinburgh.  The subject of the course is “The Prehistoric Archaeology of the Iberian Peninsula.”
The lecturer said that relations between Spain and the West Mediterranean lands could not be traced before Los Millares times. We knew some beakers of very late type from the sites of the Anghelu Ruju culture in Sardinia and of the Villafrati culture in Sicily.  These cultures might be regarded as having been subjected to powerful influence from the late Almerian culture of Spain.  On the Italian mainland we knew beakers of Spanish type from Tuscan caves and in the Remedello culture. The fragments from the Tuscan caves seemed to be more in the classical style than the vases of Remedello and might be derived from the Pyrenaean culture of France, but those of Remedello might be the result of relations with Sardinia and the Los Millares culture:  they were important chronologically in proving the contemporaneity of Remedello, Anghelu Ruju, Palmella, and Los MIllares.
EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN RELATIONS

The Anghelu Ruju culture in Sardinia seemed to have lasted a long time until the El Argar culture had been formed in Spain, and had extended into the Mallorcan caves, since in Cova des Bous near Felanitx a decorated sherd of Sardinian type had been found. Relations with the eastern Mediterranean must have begun at the same time.
This was proved by Aegean beaked jugs of types that are to be regarded as contemporary with late Troy II, found on Minorca and at Marseilles, unfortunately without associations, while in the Anghelu Ruju culture of Sardinia appeared a limestone idol of Cycladic form.  Another link with a late phase of Troy II was a piece of bone ornamented with oval bosses, from and early phase of the Casteluccio culture, which succeeded that of Villafrati in Sicily.

CULTURAL EVOLUTION

Cultural evolution in the Balearic Islands and Sardinia led to the parallel cultures of the talayots and the nuraghe respectively, in the first case passing through a phase of El Argar culture, the local ceramic forms of which revealed the prototypes of the later talayot vases, the second, through a local evolution of Anghelu Ruju forms known from some caves and tombs.
Tomb types seemed to be related to the later megaliths of Spain:  stone cists extended into Corsica and Southern Italy; the artificial cave-tombs of Sicily, the Balearic Islands, as well as more complicated forms as at Anghelu Ruju and at Hal Saflieni on Malta, might be local developments of Spanish types, such as those of Palmella, combined with late megalithic corbelled tombs.

The Tombe del Giganti of Sardinia and the navetas of Minorca could be explained as derivatives of the megalithic covered galleries.  Influence from the artificial caves of the El Argar culture in the Baleares might be recognised in some later Pyrenaean megalithic graves in south France (e.g., Grotte des Fées, near Arles.) 

ADVANCED BRONZE AGE

In the advanced Bronze Age there evolved in the Balearic Islands and Sardinia the Talayot-nuraghe culture.  Pot-forms derived from previous local types, but architecture seemed to reproduce an African type of settlement with towers on or within the rampart around the villages.  The beginning of these cultures could not be precisely fixed, but it could not be earlier than the end of the El Argar culture (Period III of the Bronze Age.)

Their culmination might be dated to Period IV, since bronze types found in Mallorca (Son Oms, Les Sallinaes de Santanyi, &c.) comprised a variety of forms of that period, as did the hoards of Sardinia (Monte Sa Idda.) Such hoards also gave a point of reference for fixing the end of the El Argar culture, since the native bronze axes were flat and of the same type as the El Argar axes.  They also illustrated the relations of the island cultures with Italy and Sicily and also with southern Spain, the Atlantic and Northern Europe, and proved extensive intercourse along the maritime trade-route, Scandinavia-Ireland-Portugal-Southern Spain-Baleares-Sardinia-Italy, and Sicily.  The principal objective of such commerce seemed to have been metal.
EARLY SPANISH TRADE

With Britain and Ireland

RHIND LECTURE

The chronology of North and Central Europe during the Late Stone Age and Bronze Age I-II in relation with western Europe and Spain was discussed by Professor P. Bosch Gimpera in his fifth Rhind lecture on the prehistoric archaeology of the Iberian Peninsula, in the music classroom of Edinburgh University yesterday [Wednesday 11 November].

In Spain the period equivalent to Bronze Age IV showed intensive trade with Britain and Ireland and all over the Western Mediterranean.  This period was well known, thanks to a large number of hoards, specially in Asturias, Galicia, Portugal and Western Andalusia.  In these the most common types were palstaves with two ears, and West European flanged-tanged swords.  Exceptionally they found, as in the celebrated Huelva hoards, Sicilian fibulae (of Cassabile type), imitations of central European bronze-hilted swords, which appeared also in Mallorca, and British spearheads with lunate openings in the blades. A very exceptional find was the hoard of Campotejar, Prov. Granada, where lugged axes of bronze were associated with similar types in iron.
The geographical distribution of these hoards showed that they might be connected with metal trade or mining operations, and the association with foreign types illustrated the Atlantic and Mediterranean relations of such commerce.  The hoards need be due not to a single people sailing from England to the East Mediterranean, but might be the reflexion of trade from tribe to tribe. The next stage on the route would be the Balearic Islands and Sardinia, with their talayot and nuraghe cultures, and the hoards of bronzes in which a similar complex of types appeared.  The ultimate stage of the Mediterranean route might be the Aegean and the coast of Palestine; for Sicilian types spread so far, appearing in Philistine graves.  Such trade expanded chiefly in post-Mycenaean times, when no more Mycenaean imports were reaching Sicily.  This expansion might be correlated with the interruption of relations between Aegeans and Hittites, and, consequently, of metal trade with Asia Minor; compensation for the lost supplies of Asiatic metal had to be sought in the West.
ASIATIC CULTURAL ELEMENTS

At the end of the post-Mycenaean period, truly Asiatic cultural elements seemed to appear in the West Mediterranean, represented in pot-forms related to Trojan and Anatolian types of the end of the second millennium, which appeared in Sicily, Sardinia and Tuscany, as infiltrations into indigenous cultures. So in Sardinia they were found in a context of the nuraghe-culture, in Italy of the Villanovan.  In Sardinia they were even more conspicuous in the temple of Santa Vittoria di Serri and Santa Anastasia di Sardara, where the familiar Sardinian bronze figures of men and animals first appeared; they might be compared to Hittite figures.  These new elements might perhaps be due to raids by Oriental peoples, culminating in the establishment of the Etruscans in Italy. 
It looked as if this was the last episode in a series of piratical raids and folk movements from the coasts of Asia Minor, an early incident in which was the raid by the Sea Peoples on Egypt. At that time Shakalasha, Shardana, and Tursha are mentioned, perhaps the Sikel, the Sardi, and the Tursenoi (Etruscans) – as having arrived in the Western Mediterranean, like the Normans in historical times, as aristocracies.  That would not explain why their arrival did not bring about an abrupt change in culture, but only an infiltration of foreign types into the indigenous culture of the invaded lands. But these invasions might be related with the metal trade, and, in the case of the Etruscan, especially with the exploitation of iron ore. 
PHOENICIAN IMMIGRATION

Phoenician immigration into the Western Mediterranean, continued Professor Gimpera, probably fell after the above movements, and their commerce affected at first, not Spain, but Etruria and Sardinia.  After consolidating their bases in North Africa they might have explored the Western Mediterranean and discovered in Spain the original markets for the copper, silver and tin of the West. Then they would have tried to establish other colonies in Southern Spain. 

These events put an end to prehistory in Spain.  In the subsequent protohistoric period South and eastern Spain was the scene of the evolution of the indigenous Iberic culture and art, as a result of the Phoenician and Greek colonisation.  The central and western parts of the peninsula were affected by Celtic invasions, which brought to Spain two different aspects of Central European Iron Age culture – the so-called urn-field culture about 900 B.C. from Southern Germany through South France, which extended through Catalonia and up the Ebro Valley; and the Late Hallstatt culture about 600, from Belgium and the Lower Rhine, which spread in the Meseta, Galicia, and Portugal, and was introduced by Belgic Celts, possibly mingled with Germanic elements. This continued to evolve in Spain as the post-Hallstatt culture, which took the place of the La Tène culture of Gaul.
SPANISH CULTURE

Problems of Chronology

Professor P. Bosch Gimpera, in his sixth Rhind lecture of the present series on the prehistoric archaeology of the Iberian Peninsula, given in the music classroom of Edinburgh University yesterday [Friday 13 November], said the relations of Spanish culture with Central Europe and Great Britain, on the one side, and with the Mediterranean on the other, were important from a chronological standpoint. As basis they must take the established facts of the relative chronology of the Spanish aeneolithic period – on the one hand the succession of the Portuguese megalithic culture (1) dolmens, (2) early passage graves, (3) Monte Abrahao and Palmella, and (4) Alcalar and its relations with the central and eastern cultures of the Peninsula, viz. Palmella-Cempozuelos-Carmona (first stage of beaker cultures in Central Spain); on the other hand the synchronism Alcalar-Los Millares, and so with the second stage of beaker culture in Eastern Spain. This established the contemporaneity of Alcalar-Los Millares with the first expansion of the beaker culture in Europe, through the Pyrenaean culture of France and the period of pure bell-beakers on the Rhine. 
Absolute chronology might be deduced from connections with Troy and the expansion of Spanish types to Italy and Sicily.  The date of Troy II between 2400 and 2000 B.C. gave limiting dates for the Alcalar-Los Millares culture, and so for the expansion of Spanish culture.  The great expansion of beakers might coincide with the beginning of the period, not later than 2400 B.C., and might be the approximate date of the later passage grave period of the North. The penetration of megalithic types into Britain and Ireland must be rather later, as must the Nordic stone-cist culture. About 2000 might be dated the Lunula phase in Ireland, the beaker invasion of Britain, the pre-Argaric culture of Spain, and some phase of the Aunjetitz culture in central Europe.
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