
This extensively revised and retitled book explores 
different stories of nine women that exist across 
much of our world.

Triggered by a local story still told in his native 
Dundee, Stuart McHardy has traced what seems to 
be memories of groups of nine women across much 
of Europe and as far as Siberia, Korea, India and 
Africa. Whether as Pictish saints, Muses, Valkyries, 
Druidesses or witches, the tales of these groups of 
nine women transcend a vast range of cultural and 
linguistic boundaries. 

From the mothers of the Norse God Heimdall, 
Morgan and her sisters on Avalon, to the nine 
sisters at the heart of the myth of the Gikuyu of 
Kenya, these women stand out in history and 
mythology. The painting of nine women dancing 
around a priapic male in a Catalonian cave painting 
over fifteen thousand years old suggests these 
groups may have been one of the oldest cultural 
institutions humanity has known.

This book will be of international interest with its 
global settings. It will also be the ideal book for 
those intrigued by mythology, legend, history and 
studies within these subjects.  

Praise for Stuart McHardy

(Stuart McHardy’s ) findings are set to shake 
established Arthurian thinking, which points to the 
West Country or possibly Wales as his likely resting 
place. – The Scotsman, on The Quest for Arthur

This is a journey into the cultural heritage of a nation. 
– Scottish Review of Books on Scotland the Brave 
Land
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STUART McHARDY is a writer, historical 
scholar, poet, musician, folklorist and 
renowned lecturer about Scottish history 
and culture, at home as well as abroad. His 
unique understanding of tradition comes 
from a thorough immersion in the storytelling 
arts and history alike. Former President of 
the Pictish Arts Society and the Director 
of the Scots Language Resource Centre, 
McHardy has occupied lead positions with 
organisations working towards the aim of 
rediscovering Scottish national identity.
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